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and this day I called upon him; and we rode out to-
gether to fix upon the place: and both being of one
mind, and hating to put off for the morrow what could
be done to-day, would have decided it then: but De la
Tour, and the colonel's valet, who attended us, being
unavoidably let into the secret, joined to beg we would
have with us a surgeon from Brixen whom la Tour
had fallen in with there, and who had told him he was
to ride next morning to bleed a person in a fever at a
lone cottage, which, by the surgeon's description, was
not far from the place where we then were, if it were
not that very cottage within sight of us.
They undertook so to manage it that the surgeon
should know nothing of the matter till his assistance
was called in. And la Tour being, as I assured the
colonel, a ready contriving fellow (whom I ordered to
obey him as myself, were the chance to be in his favour),
we both agreed to defer the decision till to-morrow, and
to leave the whole about the surgeon to the management
of our two valets, enjoining them absolute secrecy;
and so rode back again by different ways.
We fixed upon a little lone valley for the spot — ten
to-morrow morning the time — and single rapier the
sword. Yet I repeatedly told him that I valued myself
so much upon my skill in that weapon that I would
wish him to choose any other.
He said it was a gentleman's weapon; and he who
understood it not wanted a qualification that he ought
to suffer for not having: but that, as to him, one weapon
was as good as another throughout all the instruments
of offence.

